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	INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITY RISK ASSESSMENT
	Degree of Risk
	Risk Rating Matrix

	
	Society Name:
	Society of Economic Geologists

	Category:
	Academic

	Author(s):
	George Fowler

	Author(s) signature and date:
	17/10/2025

	Persons Responsible:
	Club and society committees and leaders

	Staff Sign Off:
	

	Staff Additional Check:
	[Signature] [Date]

	Locations:
	Grassington, North Yorkshire

	Details of Activity:
	Day visit to the Grassington area, to appreciate legacy mining in north Yorkshire, and introduce society members to basic ore minerals that can be found exposed at the surface

	People who may be affected:
	· Society members and participants
· Staff



	
	Likelihood

	5
	Inevitable

	4
	Highly Likely

	3
	Probable

	2
	Unlikely

	1 
	Remote possibility




	Severity

	5
	Very high - multiple deaths

	4
	Highly - death, serious injury, permanent disability

	3
	Moderate - Off Uni/work for at least 5 days

	2
	Slight - First aid treatment

	1
	Nil - Very minor




	
	Severity 

	

Likelihood
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25




	Risk rating score
	Action

	1 - 4
	Broadly acceptable – no action required

	5 - 9
	Moderate - Reduce risks if reasonably practicable

	10 - 15
	High risk - Priority action to be undertaken

	16 - 25
	Unacceptable - Action must be taken immediately
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	Identify Hazards
	Estimate the risk
	Evaluate the risk
	Evaluate residual risk

	Hazard
	How may harm result?
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Rating
	Risk control measures
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Rating
	Further action required? 

Only fill out if additional control measures are needed to be implemented or reviewed

Include timescales and who is responsible for implementation

	Uneven, rocky, slippy terrain
	Members wearing improper footwear may twist ankles on uneven surfaces. Wet, or slippy surfaces may lead to slips, trips
	3
	2
	6
	Trip attendees must wear sturdy hiking boots with ankle support. On wet, uneven, steep, surfaces, attendees must keep hand free (i.e. not carrying bags, phones in pockets)
Committee members will carry personal first aid kits. 
What3words will be installed on trip leaders’ phones, and an Ordnance Survey map of the area to quickly alert emergency services in case of more serious accidents. 
All attendees will be encouraged to download what3words app, all committee members in attendance will have what3words downloaded.
	2
	2
	4
	

	Lost or separated from group
	Attendees may become separated from the group, particularly in cases of inclement weather.
	2
	3
	6
	A full list of attendees will be produced prior to the trip.
Attendees will be counted out & back on the trip; a capable committee member will walk at the back of the group to avoid separation.
Attendees will not be permitted to separate from the group while on the trip.
As outlined in the annual risk assessment, SOEE attendees will already have access to a personal hivis jacket, emergency whistle, and compass. Any non-SOEE attendees should alert committee members beforehand so equipment or alternative measures will be provided.
If adverse weather is forecast, the trip may be cancelled at the discretion of trip leaders/committee members.
All attendees will be encouraged to download what3words app, all committee members in attendance will have what3words downloaded.
	1
	3
	3
	

	Abandoned mine workings, including adits, shafts, spoil heaps, hidden ironwork
	Attendees may fall into exposed, unmarked shafts.
Spoil heaps may be unstable.
Hidden workings present trip hazard
	2
	4
	8
	Many features such as shafts, shake holes, are clearly marked on Ordnance Survey maps, and/or visible in aerial photo. A digital OS map of the area will be made available to all attendees alongside this RA, and at least 1 committee member will have a physical copy
Attendees must stay >1m from any drop, or unstable slope. Attendees must stay out of any abandoned buildings 
	1
	4
	4
	

	Exposure to substances containing lead (Galena, PbS; Anglesite, PbSO4; Cerussite, PbCO3; Pyromorphite, Pb5(PO4)3Cl) and potentially mercury (cinnabar; HgS)
	Risks associated with long term exposure to lead-bearing minerals
	1
	2
	2
	A list of minerals likely to be present will be communicated to attendees as part of trip information, both as part of risk management & education (i.e. fulfilling trip objectives). 
Committee members have experience in identifying Pb, Hg minerals, and can aid those less familiar.
Galena is most likely to be encountered; it is very poorly soluble and presents low risk.
Regardless, attendees will be instructed not to touch food with bare hands until after having washed hands.
Attendees must not lick material from the area when performing ID tests
	1
	1
	1
	

	Improper use of equipment
	Use of geological or lump hammer without precautions, or hammer made of poor materials
	2
	3
	6
	Attendees must wear safety glasses to use hammers. Must ensure they are a safe distance (~1m) from others when using hammer.
Geological Hammers must be of good-quality build (i.e. hardened steel, with shock handle) – carpentry hammers are not allowed.
Geological hammers must not be used when in Historic Monument, SSSI protected areas regardless.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Open water
	Grassington moor is crossed by several streams. There is a reservoir in the north-west of the moor.
Risk of hypothermia in cold water, risk of drowning
	1
	4
	4
	Attendees must not enter streams, lakes, reservoirs.
Attendees must keep 1m from deep water. 

	1
	1
	1
	

	Cold or Inclement weather
	Running trip in November means weather may be cold, and/or wet. In extreme cases improper clothing could lead to hypothermia.
Grassington Moor is exposed, with little shelter in places
	3
	3
	9
	Attendees will be made aware of clothing requirements before trip (through this risk assessment). Attendees will be encouraged to bring extra layers, including hat, gloves, warm windproof jacket/waterproof, and thermals are ideal.
If on arrival in Grassington weather on the moor appears adverse, the trip may be abandoned, at the discretion of trip leaders/committee members.
Packs of hand warmers will be included in spare equipment brought by trip leaders. 
Attendees will be encouraged to bring hot flask lunch
	2
	1
	2
	

	Driving private vehicles
	Transport to Alderley Edge by private vehicle. Without care or caution, accidents could happen
	2
	4
	8
	Follow management as outlines in annual risk assessment. Drivers must be registered with LUU, meaning full valid UK driving license. Private vehicles used for the trip must be MOT’d and serviced, with insurance.

Note: Trip is designed to be accessible by public transport (PT). Members may take their own vehicles and arrange to take other members provided they are registered as above.
Those taking PT will do so at their own risk & expense, though a suggestive itinerary will be sent to members, and if any one is planning on taking PT, the trip leader (President) will meet others on PT in Skipton, for the bus (no. 72) from Skipton to Grassington.
	2
	2
	4
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