




	CLUB AND SOCIETY RISK ASSESSMENT 
	Degree of Risk
	Risk Rating Matrix

	
	Society Name:
	Society of Economic Geologists

	Category:
	Academic

	Author(s):
	George Fowler

	Author(s) signature and date:
	10/07/2025

	Persons Responsible:
	Club and society committees and leaders

	Staff Sign Off:
	[Signature] [Date]

	Staff Additional Check:
	[Signature] [Date]

	Locations:
	On campus; various locations for fieldtrips

	Details of Activities:
	A local chapter of the international organisation, the Society of Economic Geologists, which is a group promoting the work done by geologists engaged in mineral exploration, extraction and the business associated with it. The purpose of the Leeds SEG is to promote economic geology to other students and allow them to participate in activities that would be beneficial to a career in this area (e.g. field trips, in which areas containing mineral deposits are observed from a safe distance, and mineral collecting, which involves picking up mineral specimens by hand outdoors in areas designated by the relevant public body as suitable for this activity

	People who may be affected:
	· Society members and participants
· Members of the public
· Staff



	
	Likelihood

	5
	Inevitable

	4
	Highly Likely

	3
	Probable

	2
	Unlikely

	1
	Remote possibility




	Severity

	5
	Very high - multiple deaths

	4
	Highly - death, serious injury, permanent disability

	3
	Moderate - Off Uni/work for at least 5 days

	2
	Slight - First aid treatment

	1
	Nil - Very minor




	
	Severity

	

Likelihood
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25




	Risk rating score
	Action

	1 - 4
	Broadly acceptable – no action required

	5 - 9
	Moderate - Reduce risks if reasonably practicable

	10 - 15
	High risk - Priority action to be undertaken

	16 - 25
	Unacceptable - Action must be taken immediately
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	Identify Hazards
	Estimate the risk
	Evaluate the risk
	Evaluate residual risk

	Hazard
	How may harm result?
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Rating
	Risk control measures
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Rating
	Further action required?
Only fill out if additional control measures are needed to be implemented or reviewed
 
Include timescales and who is responsible for implementation

	Unsuitable shoes leading to falling or slipping

	Members of the society may trip over or slip in muddy areas or on slippery rock surfaces. Trainers are unsuitable for most SEG field-based activities.
	3
	3
	9
	The committee will advise the appropriate shoes required for the terrain or activity in advance of trips and will be communicated to members in an individual risk assessment. Ensure members stick to the guidelines. Hiking/outdoor shoes are advised for fieldtrips. These need to have good ankle support, minimising the risk of falls. 
	2
	2
	4
	

	Adverse weather and/or temperature when on field trip

	Members of the society may become dehydrated if walking in hot weather. Individuals without correct clothing (namely, not enough layers or without a coat) in cold or raining conditions may contract hypothermia
	3
	3
	9
	Ensure regular breaks. Ensure members have brought drinking water or have access on site Ensure ground is safe for physical activity If weather is hot, appropriate precautions are taken (e.g., sun cream, hats, keeping hydrated, water breaks, working in shade if possible) If weather is cold, ensure members have appropriate clothing (e.g., warm clothes, hat, gloves) If raining, ensure members have appropriate clothing (e.g., coat, waterproof trousers, spare clothes) If weather is torrential, cease all activity and get under shelter The committee will check the weather forecast ahead of the activity and cancel or change plans as needed. The committee will make sure there is a charged mobile phone on all trips with the 'What Three Words' app, and will contact 999 in cases of emergency (including Mountain and Cave rescue)
	2
	2
	4
	

	Separation or losing contact from group

	Members may end up lost or harmed
	2
	2
	4
	Ensure all members can be contacted and can contact committee. Arrange meet up point in case of separation. Where poor visibility conditions (e.g. fog) is forecast, the committee may decide to amend/cancel trips as part of dynamic risk assessment. Members that are part of the School of Earth and Environment (SEE) will have access to a Hi-vis jacket, and emergency whistle, and will be asked to bring this equipment on field-based trips. Trip members that are not part of SEE, or do not have access to hi-vis/whistle, will be asked to inform committee/trip leaders before going on a trip. All committee members 2025-26 are part of SEE and have a hi-vis and whistle.

	1
	2
	2
	

	Driving private vehicles
	Members travelling in private vehicles, without proper caution/care an accident may occur
	2
	4
	8
	Drivers must be a registered driver with the LUU. Members should respect driver and not distract them or act inappropriately. Follow LUU guidance on report/logging accidents. Private vehicles must be MOT’d and serviced
	2
	2
	4
	

	Unsuitable equipment (shovels, trowels, compasses, stationery, hammers, chisels), kit or attire for activity

	Members who do not have the correct equipment may injure themselves
	2
	2
	4
	All equipment set-up should be checked properly prior to use. Ensure only equipment which is suitable for the activity is used. An experienced member will demonstrate how to use equipment safely. Do not use damaged equipment
	1
	1
	1
	

	Manual handling of equipment (shovels, trowels, compasses, stationery, hammers, chisels)

	Members may injure back if lifting equipment too heavy. Equipment may be trip hazard if not packed away appropriately
	2
	3
	6
	No member to carry any item or load beyond their capabilities/comfort level With heavy equipment and equipment with moving parts, ensure that manual handling instructions are given, only those with experience handle the equipment, and use teamwork where possible. Committee arrive early to set up equipment and stay after the event to ensure it is tidied away correctly Ensure training for equipment moving techniques is given for beginners All equipment set-up should be checked properly prior to use. Members may only use rock hammers when wearing safety goggles, when no other members are within the vicinity (1-2 meters), and only when not restricted by law (e.g. not in SSSI areas).
	1
	2
	2
	

	Risks posed by proximity to water

	When panning for gold, it is possible that people could drown or experience hyperthermia.
	1
	4
	4
	No lone working near bodies of water, something that will only occur if decided far in advance and accounted for in a specific risk assessment by that said trip.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Outdoor slips, trips and falls
	Members may be injured if they trip over objects, uneven surfaces or slip on wet surfaces
	3
	3
	9
	Group members are informed about what footwear is suitable for the proposed trip, minimising the risk of them choosing shoes that are more likely to cause falls. If students are wearing unsuitable footwear they will be excluded from certain elements of the trip associated with high risk (e.g. slippery surfaces). To prevent overexertion, breaks will occur at mandatory times (e.g. every 30 minutes to 1 hour) during hiking. Members are advised to bring sufficient food and water for hikes, something that is validated by whoever is leading the trip. Leaders need to look out for tiredness amongst members. Route choice for hiking is selected based on group experience, avoidance of exposure with novices on routes, and briefing members of the part about the risks before the hike. Alternative routes will be provided for people deemed too inexperienced. When hiking, the group shall not deviate from marked pathways and remain at least 20m away from any unfenced precipitous drop or unsecured mine working. On uneven, loose, wet or steep surfaces members should keep hands free, and avoid carrying anything heavy or bulky. Site/trip specific risks will be further covered by an individual risk assessment which will be communicated to members beforehand.
	2
	2
	4
	

	Alcohol causing member to fall and hurt themselves or someone else

	Members who are under the influence and those around them may be injured
	2
	2
	4
	Have alcohol-free events. Report any issues to event/venue. Know when to report to emergency services. Be willing to cut people off or talk to a member of at the event about putting measures in place for someone who has drunk too much, e.g., not serving them anymore. Committee will make members aware of the society code of conduct. Alcohol should not be consumed by members before or during hikes/field activities, or any members who a driving as part of an activity. Members already under the influence may be excluded from an activity on the discretion of committee members should they appear to be a risk to themselves and others.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Electrical Hazards
	Members improperly using electrical equipment (e.g. projectors, charging equipment) may shock/injure themselves
	2
	2
	4
	Only using projector equipment in LUU/University rooms which will have been installed by qualified electricians/technicians. Members will follow good practice around electrical equipment, by keeping liquids away, not overloading outlets, turning off unused appliances. Faulty equipment will be turned off/left unused, and if part of university installation, will be reported to ITS. Personal equipment beyond laptops/mobile phones will not be used unless PAT-certified.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Indoor Slips, Trips and Falls
	Members may trip over loose objects or obstacles and cause themselves injury or slip on wet floors caused by spills.
	2
	2
	4
	General good housekeeping. Using LUU/University rooms means flooring is generally even, with uneven flooring being well marked. Rooms are well lit when members are present. Trailing cables, loose objects such as bags, boxes will be kept out of main pathways. Rubbish to be cleared into bins. Any spillages will be cleared away promptly, or if not immediately possible, members will be made aware that there is an area of wet floor, using a wet floor sign after mopping up floor surface.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Fire Hazards
	Potential for serious injury, burns. Risk of suffocation from smoke. 
	2
	5
	10
	Society meetings and indoor events to held in LUU/University rooms; these have working, regularly tested alarms, robust fire evacuation plans, in-date fire extinguishers for small fires. In case of fire, trigger alarm and evacuate orderly. Alert 999 and Campus Safety services. Accessibility needs regarding fire procedures should be raised with committee members who will update plans and risk assessment where needed. Avoid things that may cause fire such as electrical overloads, absolutely no smoking, open flames in buildings.
During trips/at field sites, be aware of the local wildfire risk. During dry/drought periods in forest/heath environments avoid leaving glass, dark or reflective metal on dry ground. Members should be alert for signs of wildfire. Alert 999 (or other applicable service). Trip-specific fire risk may be covered in individual risk assessments and will be communicated to members beforehand. 
	1
	3
	3
	

	Substances containing lead (Galena, PbS). Category IV toxin
	Members may come into contact with naturally occurring lead sulfide minerals (PbS), short-term skin exposure to lead compounds. Risk of lead ingestion of lead when safe handling is not followed
	3
	2
	6
	Galena is poorly soluble so pathways for absorption/ingestion are limited while safely rinsed off. Committee members will be aware of the naturally occurring mineralogy of outcrops, or specimens handled. Committee members will be able to identify lead minerals and will inform members of mineral ID and the presence of galena. Members must rinse hands exposed to lead minerals after handling and before eating/drinking. Avoid breaking lead minerals, or otherwise needlessly creating dust. Do not lick minerals in areas of lead mineralisation. Presence of lead minerals in field sites visited during trips will be covered in trip specific risk assessments.
	2
	1
	2
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