




	CLUB AND SOCIETY RISK ASSESSMENT 
	Degree of Risk
	Risk Rating Matrix

	
	Society Name:
	LUU Archery

	Category:
	Sports

	Author(s):
	Aidan Marshall

	Author(s) signature and date:
	[image: ]14/07/25

	Persons Responsible:
	Club and society committees and leaders

	Staff Sign Off:
	[Signature] [Date]

	Staff Additional Check:
	[Signature] [Date]

	Locations:
	Hall 2, The Edge
Bodington Pitch 9

	Details of Activities:
	A target archery club that supports a range of shooting styles, including recurve, barebow, compound, longbow, and other traditional forms of archery.
The club competes in BUCS events, as well as being a part of the North England Universities Archery League (NEUAL), with several league matches being hosted throughout the year. The club is also affiliated with Archery GB and the Yorkshire Archery Association and takes part in events held by these organisations.
For those who do not wish to compete, the club offers a relaxed environment to enjoy archery and meet other people who may share similar interests.
Weekly socials are held in Old Bar, with a variety of other events being held throughout the year.

	People who may be affected:
	· Society members and participants
· Members of the public
· Staff



	
	Likelihood

	5
	Inevitable

	4
	Highly Likely

	3
	Probable

	2
	Unlikely

	1
	Remote possibility




	Severity

	5
	Very high - multiple deaths

	4
	Highly - death, serious injury, permanent disability

	3
	Moderate - Off Uni/work for at least 5 days

	2
	Slight - First aid treatment

	1
	Nil - Very minor




	
	Severity

	

Likelihood
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25




	Risk rating score
	Action

	1 - 4
	Broadly acceptable – no action required

	5 - 9
	Moderate - Reduce risks if reasonably practicable

	10 - 15
	High risk - Priority action to be undertaken

	16 - 25
	Unacceptable - Action must be taken immediately
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	Identify Hazards
	Estimate the risk
	Evaluate the risk
	Evaluate residual risk

	Hazard
	How may harm result?
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Rating
	Risk control measures
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Rating
	Further action required?
Only fill out if additional control measures are needed to be implemented or reviewed
 
Include timescales and who is responsible for implementation

	Moving bosses onto and off stands when setting up and taking down the range
	Members may injure themselves when lifting the bosses, as they are heavy.
	3
	1
	3
	Each boss is lifted by at least two members at all times, and members are instructed to lift with their knees rather than their backs to avoid unnecessary strain and injury.
 
Manual handling guidance from the NHS website shared with all members.
	2
	1
	2
	

	Moving boss stands when setting up and taking down the range
	The wooden frames upon which the bosses are placed are made of wood. Due to occasionally receiving impacts from arrows, there is the potential for them to give members splinters if handled incorrectly.
	2
	1
	2
	Members are instructed to hold the stands in areas that are undamaged, and therefore less likely to cause splinters.
 
Manual handling guidance from the NHS website shared with all members.
	2
	1
	2
	

	Trip hazards (non-archery equipment) in storage spaces
	Members may trip over other sports equipment when retrieving bosses, stands etc. from storage.
	3
	1
	3
	A path will be cleared before any transporting of equipment is carried out.
	2
	1
	2
	

	Injury while stringing bows
	Members risk being whipped or pinched by bowstrings if bows are not strung correctly.
	2
	1
	2
	Members are instructed in the proper, safe techniques for stringing and de-stringing bows during the 6-week beginner’s courses that are run by licensed Archery GB coaches.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Trip hazards while shooting is in progress
	Members may trip over experienced members’ bows, which tend to be stored on their own stands.
	3
	1
	3
	Bow stands are kept behind the equipment line, to provide a clear area for members to walk to and from the shooting line.
	2
	1
	2
	

	Carrying arrows
	Members may injure themselves if they trip or bump into objects or other members while carrying arrows.
	2
	2
	4
	Experienced members carry arrows in quivers, putting the arrow points safely out of the way. Beginners and novice members who may not have quivers yet are instructed in the proper technique for carrying arrows to minimise the risk of injury.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Arrows in flight
	Should anyone find themselves in front of the shooting line while shooting is in progress, there is a risk of being hit by an arrow in flight.
	2
	4
	8
	The range commands “safe to shoot” and “safe to collect” are used to indicate to members when it is safe to cross the shooting line. The doors to the hall are locked prior to commencing shooting to avoid people entering the hall in front of the shooting line. Should any danger be identified by anyone present, the Archery GB command “FAST” is called and all archers must stop shooting, remove the arrows from their bows and step off the shooting line. The “FAST” command is practiced during the 6-week beginner’s courses that are run by Archery GB licensed coaches.
	1
	4
	4
	

	Equipment failures
	Members may be injured if their bow suffers an equipment failure, or if the bow is dry fired. A dry fire occurs when the bow is shot without an arrow on the string, causing unnecessary damage to the bow, and potentially injury to the archer.
	2
	2
	4
	Club equipment is regularly inspected and maintained. Experienced archers are expected to maintain their own equipment to an acceptable standard. Members are instructed in the importance of not dry firing a bow during the 6-week beginner’s courses that are run by Archery GB licensed coaches.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Injury due to incorrect technique
	Members may cause themselves muscle and joint injury by using incorrect shooting techniques, or by attempting to use a bow that is too powerful for them to safely handle (being “over-bowed”).
	3
	3
	9
	Members are taught the proper shooting techniques during the 6-week beginner’s courses that are run by Archery GB licensed coaches. During regular sessions, committee members ensure that nobody appears to be struggling with their bow, either due to incorrect technique, or being “over-bowed”. The club bows have low draw weights of 16-20lbs to minimise the risk of injury and ensure ease of use for all members. Typical draw weights for adults starting archery are 24-30lbs.
	2
	3
	6
	

	Handling of club equipment by non-members
	There could be harmful consequences if non-members attempt to use the club equipment without the proper training, and without supervision by coaches or committee members.
	2
	5
	10
	Bows are kept unstrung in a locker, and so are unusable without the appropriate knowledge of how to string them. Arrows are kept in a separate locker so that if one locker was opened, the bows would still be unusable. The locker keys and codes are provided only to committee members.
	1
	4
	4
	

	Lost arrows
	When shooting outdoors, there is the potential for arrows to become buried under the ground. This poses a hazard to members, as well as any other people who may be using the field at a later date.
	2
	2
	4
	If a member loses an arrow, they must inform the other members present, and shooting may not recommence until the missing arrows have been found. No archers may leave the field until all lost arrows have been recovered. The club owns a metal detector to assist in the finding of lost arrows. Members are not permitted to use full carbon arrows for outdoor shooting, as these cannot be found using the metal detector.
 
Club adheres to Weetwood facility guidance related to arrow collection, sign in and sign out.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Outdoor bosses falling over due to wind
	When shooting outdoors, bosses may be blown off their stands in windy conditions, potentially falling on and injuring members.
	3
	3
	9
	The target stands are secured to the ground with pegs. Ropes are attached to the bosses and then secured to the ground with pegs.
	1
	3
	6
	

	Members using club equipment outside of sessions
	Members who do not possess their own equipment may be allowed to borrow club equipment for competitions and outdoor sessions. This would lead to members being in possession of archery equipment outside of supervision by the committee.
	2
	5
	10
	Upon borrowing equipment, members must sign an agreement to only use the equipment with supervision by the committee, and to only use the equipment at club-sanctioned archery events.
 
Unsupervised use of equipment is not undertaken without a trained coach or committee member present.
	1
	5
	5
	

	Alternative targets used during themed shoots
	During fun themed shoots, alternative items such as balloons may be used as targets, resulting in additional debris on the floor, which could pose a slip/trip hazard to members.
	2
	1
	2
	After each end, any debris on the floor is removed, to minimise the risk to members.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Alcohol-related incidents during socials
	Members may be at risk due to excessive alcohol consumption, or reckless behaviour while participating in socials.
	2
	2
	4
	The committee members are to monitor members during socials to ensure that all members are drinking responsibly. Should any members behave irresponsibly during socials, committee members are to advise them to stop drinking and attempt to limit any dangerous behaviour.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Electricity
	Electric shock, secondary injury from electric shock

	2
	2
	4
	No electrical equipment to be brought to sessions.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Fire
	Injury caused by heat and flames
Suffocation or poisoning from smoke
Injury from the collapse of a building
	2
	3
	6
	Fire exits to be left clear and pointed out at the start of competitions. 
	1
	3
	3
	

	Height
	Injury from falling off specialised equipment (ladder)
Injury from misuse of non-specialised equipment (using a wheely chair to reach a height)
	2
	3
	6
	There should be no working from height during sessions or competitions.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Housekeeping
	Fire caused by a build-up of materials in storage areas.
Blocking of fire exits preventing escape during a fire, caused by a build-up of materials.
Slips, trips and falls caused by untidy storage/location of items or by spilt liquids being left unattended.
Stress, anxiety and mental distress caused by an unpleasant socialising environment.
	2
	3
	6
	A picture of how equipment should be stored is on a wall in our area to ensure things go back properly. People are shown at the start of the year how to store equipment.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Manual handling
	Lower back pain caused by improper lifting, lowering, carrying, pushing, and pulling of items
Joint injuries
Repetitive strain injury from repetitive lifting
	2
	3
	6
	See points on lifting above.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Slips, trips and falls
	95% of major slips result in broken bones
They can result from a range of other types of accidents, such as falls from heights or poor housekeeping 
	2
	2
	4
	Equipment to be stored correctly. Any spilt drinks to be cleared up immediately.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Competition transport
	Members getting lost going to a competition.
Members getting lost at a competition.
Transport breaking down on route.
	2
	2
	4
	Competition address to be shared to all competitors. Competition transport details to be shared to all competitors.
Registration happens at the start of competitions to ensure everyone arrives. Head count to be performed on departure.
Phone numbers to be shared in the case of emergency.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Medical emergency
	
	1
	3
	3
	Everyone is made aware of first aiders at the start of competitions. 
Competitors are to be reminded to bring any medications they require.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Getting home at night
	Sessions/ socials that end late at night could make it difficult/ unsafe to get home
	2
	2
	4
	Members are to be encouraged to walk with others where possible. Messages to be sent when you get home safely.
	1
	1
	1
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