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	CLUB AND SOCIETY RISK ASSESSMENT 
	Degree of Risk
	Risk Rating Matrix

	
	Society Name:
	Plant Society

	Category:
	General Interest

	Author(s):
	Tom Irish (President) // Alana Williams (Treasurer) // Catherine Weightman (Secretary) // Iason Sofos (General Committee)

	Author(s) signature and date:
	T.E.I. 31/07/2025
I.A.S 31/07/2025
C.E.W 31/07/2025
A.W. 31/07/2025

	Persons Responsible:
	Club and society committees and leaders

	Staff Sign Off:
	[Signature] [Date]

	Staff Additional Check:
	[Signature] [Date]

	Locations:
	Woodhouse Moor Allotment, LUU greenhouse

	Details of Activities:
	Tending to plants (including caring for and growing them), undertaking plant-related projects, hosting socials that may include plant care or tending to the allotment. Perhaps hosting barbecues

	People who may be affected:
	· Society members and participants
· Members of the public
· Staff



	
	Likelihood

	5
	Inevitable

	4
	Highly Likely

	3
	Probable

	2
	Unlikely

	1
	Remote possibility




	Severity

	5
	Very high - multiple deaths

	4
	Highly - death, serious injury, permanent disability

	3
	Moderate - Off Uni/work for at least 5 days

	2
	Slight - First aid treatment

	1
	Nil - Very minor




	
	Severity

	

Likelihood
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25




	Risk rating score
	Action

	1 - 4
	Broadly acceptable – no action required

	5 - 9
	Moderate - Reduce risks if reasonably practicable

	10 - 15
	High risk - Priority action to be undertaken

	16 - 25
	Unacceptable - Action must be taken immediately
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	Identify Hazards
	Estimate the risk
	Evaluate the risk
	Evaluate residual risk

	Hazard
	How may harm result?
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Rating
	Risk control measures
	L
	S
	R
	Further action required?
Only fill out if additional control measures are needed to be implemented or reviewed

Include timescales and who is responsible for implementation

	Electrical Equipment
	Electrocution or electric shocks in humid greenhouse could lead to fire (see fire hazard) or personal damage to members or passersby.
	2
	3
	6
	Ensure all equipment is IPC5 or above and PAT tested to ensure compliance and safety.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Fire
	Fire in greenhouse or spread of fire at allotment.
	2
	3
	6
	Ensure fire at the allotment always has a fire bucket. Inform members that a fire has been started and to always remain at least 1m away. Ensure all equipment is IPC5 or above. Ensure that individuals know what emergency number to call.
	1
	3
	3
	

	Lack of communication of risk assessment to all members
	Leads to injury where the member doesn’t know the correct procedure for the day-to-day running of the club and activities
	3
	3
	9
	We will email members a copy at the start of their membership and remind them of it at the first meeting alongside having paper copies to hand out. We will also put a reminder on the plant soc Instagram with key points and ask society members to like it to ensure they have read it. Those who do not read it will not be able to attend.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Poor Housekeeping
	Anyone in or around the greenhouse or allotment could trip over or be blocked by equipment/products
	3
	2
	6
	All equipment has a place for storage during and after use. Members are made aware of this and informed to keep equipment where it is safe unless being actively used.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Manual Handling
	Manual handling injury caused from member carrying heavy or unsuitable load Reaching plants on a shelf, trips or falls by stretching
	2
	2
	4
	Ensure members do not carry equipment/boxes/products that are too heavy for the member. Ensure all members are aware they should adequately warm up and be aware of best practice when moving equipment.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Workspace is inaccessible for wheelchair users
	Any/All members with a physical disability or/and wheelchair user could suffer distress or physical injury while accessing a space that hasn’t got the proper equipment/infrastructure to facilitate their access
	3
	2
	6
	Appropriate ramp available to enable access to the roof and greenhouse. Matting will be tidied and flattened to ensure no tripping/catching hazard.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Theft/loss of society money/equipment
	Financially hurts the society
	2
	1
	2
	Keep money on us and take to union as soon as possible. Monitor the allotment and greenhouse to ensure no equipment is missing
	1
	1
	1
	

	Theft/loss of personal items
	Members lose their belongings Creates mistrust between members
	3
	1
	3
	Check location of items and store
appropriately.
	2
	1
	2
	

	Unsuitable room for activities planned or many people.
	Harm resulting from collisions (equipment or member) in a room too small for the number of members
	2
	1
	2
	Use union rooms where possible, keep escapes clear and have lift access. Make sure people know how to get in and out in emergency. We are also unlikely to hold events with many people, usual attendance is often less than 20. Hazards minimised.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Slip / trip / fall hazards e.g. wet floor, objects in the way
	Leads to injury (bruises, cuts, sprains, abrasions, broken bones)- Someone could trip over something or slip on a wet floor
	3
	2
	6
	Check floors and wipe up ASAP. Ask members to alert us to anything noticed.
	2
	2
	4
	

	Influence of alcohol
	Alcohol affecting/impeding judgement leading to physical injury or abusive behaviour to self or others.
	2
	2
	4
	We do not often do events including alcohol, but if we did in the future, we would make expectations clear.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Abuse/violence (verbal, physical, sexual)




	A member is harmed when verbally/physically/sexually assaulted
	2
	3
	6
	Communicate expectations and be an active bystander. Use a non-confrontational approach to break up the altercation.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Lack of safety measures in place for vulnerable groups (disabilities/medical conditions)
	Someone who is disabled or has medical conditions is harmed due to lack of provisions made for them
	2
	2
	4
	Be aware of restrictions and medical conditions and speak to members about what is best for them.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Adverse weather when partaking in outdoor activities
	Resulting in associated illness or injury (e.g. sunburn, heat stroke, hypothermia, dehydration)
	3
	3
	9
	Keep suncream and cups in the shed at the allotment. Keep an umbrella and blankets, and ask that individuals do not go to the allotment or greenhouse alone if their phone isn't charged
	2
	2
	4
	

	Lack of appropriate first aid on or off campus
	Member could experience furtherance of their injury when prompt first aid is not given when ill or injured
	3
	2
	6
	Ask the venue we are in and if necessary, escalate to 111. Keep a first aid kit at the allotment and greenhouse
	1
	2
	2
	

	Unsafe behaviour or attitude of any person(s)
	Resulting in general injury where behaviour/attitude gets out of hand
	2
	3
	6
	We will speak to the person in question and if necessary, ask them to leave, and not have them at further events if necessary.
	1
	2
	4
	

	Overcrowding or lack of crowd management.
	Leading to too many people in one space causing crowding, collisions, lack of personal space, issues when it comes to an emergency and potentially unsociable behaviour
	2
	2
	4
	We are a small society, only have about 20 people at each event. Tickets are limited to safe numbers where appropriate. Ensure room size is sufficient when larger number of attendees is anticipated.
	1
	1
	1
	

	BBQ
	Anyone who gets too close or touches the BBQ while it is cooking could be burned by the heat of the coals or the BBQ itself
	3
	2
	6
	Ensure members are aware that the BBQ is cooking and to not touch it or other utensils that have been in or near it
	1
	2
	2
	




image1.png
LQ Leeds
A

O University
Union





